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This seasons Qantas Cup was won by 
Amateur Division 1 club Southside Eagles 
on Wednesday August 26th. The Bulimba: 
based outfit defeated Wynnums fifth 
division team 4-0 at Perry Park. The 


for coach Chris Beswick, who is hoping 
that this season will mark the beginning o 
a revival in fortunes for the ex-state 
league champions. 

See page 10 for story 
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: Frank Farina book review - 
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death, it's much more important cast Be a a 
than that.” (special report) - 
The late, great Bill Shankly. Letters to The Editor. 
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Many apologies for the lateness of this publi- 
cation for September. With the release of 
Frank Farina's book, I couldn't help but rush 
through the pages trying to find out all the 
scandal surrounding his "departure" (for want 
of a better word) from the Strikers. The snail- 
like pace of my reading alongside my reluc- 
tant attempts at trying to get back into the 
swing of working life again, made it a diffi- 
cult exercise. Many thanks to Bonnie 
Mersiades for her help in getting a copy of 
the book to me at the earliest possible time. 
You can read my review on page 18. If there's 
anybody else out there who has managed to 
read a copy this month, then we'd certainly 
be interested in reading your comments too. 


Assistant Editor - Paul Harley 


Contributors - Ewen Anderson, 
Greg Stock, Bonnie Mersiades, 
G.K, 


Photographer - Paul Harley . 


Cartoonist - John O'Donohue 


Thanks To - Andy Harper, Stewie 
Holmes, Bob Jeffrey (Gold Coast 
City Soccer Club) 


Also this issue sees us pushing our bounda- 
ries even further, as SportsPages in London 
and Manchester have agreed to take a 
number of copies of TFP every month on a 
trial basis. For those of you unfamiliar with 
this chain of shops, they only sell sports 
books, and are a big supporter of independ- 
ent sports publications such as fanzines. 
Ewen Anderson is to thank for that coup - I'll 
bet Rupert Murdoch is quaking in his boots 
already ! 


South Farr Wanderers are a fictitious football 
team, as are any characters associated with 

the club. If any of them remind you of persons 
living or dead, then you've got a very vivid 
imagination. 


There is no deadline for the next issue 
but look out for it at the first Strikers 

home game against Marconi on October 
10th. 


Finally, it's with a tinge of sadness, that I 
must report that the unofficial chief Strike 
Squadie, Stewie Holmes is to leave Brisbane 
in October. He has decided to return to Eng- 
land for a number of reasons, and TFP takes 
this opportunity to wish Stewie all the best, 
and thank him on behalf of all Strikers sup- 
porters for putting in so much time and ef- 
fort over the last few years, to bring some 
atmosphere to our games at Suncorp. 


Published by 
Sports Print 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba, Qld 4171. 

Mobile 0411 367 357 

Fax (07) 3899 0497 

E-mail ajm@sportsprint.com.au 
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4 STRIKERS STILL GOAL-CHALLENGED 


by Bonnie Mersiades 


This time last year, the Strikers went to the 
Southern Cross Credit Union Challenge * 
against Marconi as the 1996-97 Ericsson { 
Cup champions with confidence high 
for the then forthcoming 1997-98 
season. The picturesque Oakes Oval in 
the centre of Lismore was packed to 
capacity. The Strikers, in true entrepre- 
neurial spirit, had a merchandise stand which 
made yellow the dominant colour in the crowd “and, 
incidentally, realised a tidy windfall from justa few 
hours of sales. The match was tough and dour and, 
after 0-0 at full-time, was won by the Strikers on a 
penalty shootout. 


It was different this year. 


Despite last year’s performances, the players have 
confidence in their own abilities within themselves and 
they are settling-In with new coach, former Soccerco 
captain, John Kosmina. “Kossie” - as he asks te be 
called - used the trip to Lismore as an opportunity for 
male bonding and fraternal spirit, as well as testing the 
depth of his young squad. 


Oakes Oval was damp and the pitch was heavy from 
fairly regular rain in the Lismore area over the past 
week. The game was brought forward by three hours - 
presumably for the rugby test and rugby league play- 
offs on television - and the crowd seemed a little less 
compared with last year. Nonetheless, there would have 
been a crowd of around 2,500 but the Strikers’ 
marketing and merchandising people were abseut even 
though the majority of the crowd seemed to be Strikers’ 
fans. It was also interesting to note that the team 
photos in the program included one of goal keeper, 
Clint Bolton, in the new yellow field strip rather than a 
goal keeper’s strip. Miaybe it’s a strategy on Clint’s 
part to realise his ambition of scoring a goal rather 
than an administrative error! 


The match was again hard-fought, but spoiled by the 
heavy pitch. Marconl won 2-0, courtesy of two very 
good goals from second half substitute striker, Joe 
Brani. 


On balance, it wasn’t a bad result for the Strikers. 
Marconi’s starting XI comprised just about their first 


team with Kris Trajanovski and Sean Babic up-front; 
Marcus Phillips, Chad Gibson, Brad Maloney, Viado 


Zoric and Brendan Renaud in the middie; 
.. Dominic Longo, Pan-Keun Kim and 
Mark Babic in defence; and Ante 
Covic in goal. (Francis Awaritefe, 
Darren McDonald and Young 
Socceroo, Danny Invincible, did not 
make the trip.) 


The Strikers, on the other hand, were without Chris 
Zoricich, Sean Cranney and Andy Harper and one of 
the young players regarded by many as a ‘star’ in the 
imaking, 16-year old Wayne Srhoj from Mareeba, all 
of whom watched the game from the comparative 
comfort of the VIP Room. All were carrying small 
injuries. 


Kosstie is appearing to favour the ‘total football’ 
concept at this stage of the pre-season with Bolton in 
goal; Glenn Gwynne and Steve Laybutt in central 
defence; Nick Meredith and Matt Bell as overlapping 
backs; Jeromy Harris, Chay Hews, Kasey Wehrman 
and young Jade North in midfield with Jeromy and 
Jade inter-changing with Matt and Nick; and Reece 
Tollenaere and Wayne Knipe up-front. 


Ju the first 10-15 minutes, Marconi were all over the 
Strikers and it looked like it was going to be an 
embarrassment. But, fortunately for the Strikers, 
Bolton was commanding in the air and nullified a 
number of threatening crosses. The Strikers then 
settled down and started to play ball - to the extent 
that it was possible for anyone to do so on the heavy 
and small-size pitch - with play rarely getting out of 
the middle of the park for the remainder of the first 
half. At half-time, a repeat of last year’s nil-all draw 
seemed like a safe bet. 


There were a few promising signs for both coaches. 
For Marcoul, the new combination of Trajanovski 
and Phillips seemed ¢o have a good understanding 
aud had some nice touches. Phillips took a great 
curling free kick which hit the upright. The Strikers’ 
defence - as it was last season - was rock solid with the 
ever-reliable Gwynne and the energetic and large 
Laybutt rarely letting anything, or anyone, get past 
them. Ifyou believed the ground commentator, Andy 
Harper also had an impressive first half - even though 
they were sitting ouly a few metres away from one 
another in the VIP area! 


Continued on page 5 
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Brisbane came out pressing in the early part of the 
second half, with an unchanged side. Marconi had 
substituted Gibson for Van Cuylenberg and Farina 
made more changes early in the half with Mike 
Smith and Joe Bruni going on for Vlado Zoric and 
Sean Babic. Despite tiring noticeably, Marcus 
Phiilips was left on and was far less effective in the 
second half. 


The Strikers created scoring opportunities, but 
failed to convert. Many of the last-shot efforts at 
goal were ineffectual or off-target - some of which 
was due (o the unflappable defensive trio of Marconi 
(ably Jed by the polished and poised Pan-Keun Kim), 
but some of which was also due, in my view, to - 
inexperienced strike power up-front. 


The substitution which made the difference was 
unnoticed by the commentator, when Glenn Gwynne 
came off half-way through the second half for Craig 
Williams who is just coming back from foot injury 
sustained towards the end of last season; followed 
soon thereafter by Aaron Thiesfield, Andrew Packer 
and Glen Kolpak being given a run in place of 
Harris, Wehrman and Knipe. 


Times ARE- 


TOUGH Ror 
> eee AF 


Me 


Se Se a ane aed eee] 
oO ¢ * « > _ PB oe 
MOLI LITO Lie Lee Sie ZI Die lie ZiF ie Lie Lio Pie sie Zieviesi 


The payment for Ronnie’s first 
N.S.L. Game was a Httle 
DISAPPOINTING 
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While the Strikers’ had put some nice passages of 
play together, they lost a bit of shape and were left in 
the wrong place at the wrong time when Maloney 
headed a ball to Bruni whose shot - despite the 
presence of a number of defenders - from just 
outside the box whizzed pass Clint Bolton’s neck like 
an Exocet missile, 


Having contributed to the goal, captain Brad 
Maloney was brought off for Buddy Farah. 


With 15 minutes to go, the Strikers kept pressing - 
particularly through Jade North (who had an 
impressive game) and Steve Laybutt - but with little 
effect. Bruni scored again with a few minutes to go 
when a defence-splitting pass found him one-on-one 
with Clint Bolton. 


The game wasn’t without intensity: referee David 
Dwight felt obliged to hand out yellow cards to Nick 
Meredith, Marcus Phillips and Kasey, but one didn’t 
get the feeling that many of the players played as if 
they were playing for their ‘spot’ in the team. 


Continued on page 6 
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Tell us about your early footballing days before you came 
to Brisbane. : 

I started playing when 1 was four in Sydney, and have been 
playing ever since, falling in love with the game more and 
more as I get older. But like most Aussie kids, I suppose, I 
played cricket, rugby, and most other sports, and faced with 
a choice when I was about nineteen, I chose the global game 
because of the vast number of opportunities. 


From the main stand, it seemed that you didn’t particu- 
larly enjoy a successful season with the Strikers in 1997/ 
98, can you explain any of it? 

Well, it was hugely disappointing. I found it difficult for a 
number of reasons. Settling in to a new city after thirty years 
in Sydney was certainly harder than I anticipated. But I can’t 
answer the reasons why, because the people have made me 
feel so welcome. Certainly there did seem to be a certain 
amount of pressure on from the local press, but any decent 
athlete worth his salt rises above those things. 


Strikers in Lismore - continued 


Overall, a lacklustre pre-season affair played on a 
heavy pitch. Marconi deserved the honours as they 
showed greater penetration despite sharlag control in 
midfield. 


While some like to blame former Strikers’ coach, 
Frank Farina, for the Strikers’ performance last 
season, the players themselves tend to put their 
performance down to a combination of injuries to key 
players; bad lack in early games in particular; a lack 
of intensity from some players; and a lack of consist- 
ency in strike power. i 


. At Lismore on Saturday, the luck factor was neutral; 
the intensity was average for a pre-season trial; but 
there’s still a lack of depth in strike power. 


Maybe in the next six weeks, until the Strikers and 
Marconi meet again in the season’s opening game at 
Suncorp Stadium on 10 October, the Strikers’ strikers 
might discover the footballing equivalent of Viagra. 
Then, based on Saturday’s battle, the Strikers might 
just start the season with 3 points to their name. 


Footballer in another life 


the way it was planned, and he found himself on the bench as the Strikers struggled to regain their 
Grand Final winning form. Off the field Andy is positioning himself to be a media star of the future, 
SO went to have a chat with him about some of these things. 


Was there pressure on because maybe you were p¢ 
ceived as a higher profile player? 

Well, maybe so, but I don’t know where that came from | 
haven’t played for the national team, although over the yeay 
Hike to think that I’ve deserved a chance. Perhaps my con, 
ing into a younger squad, and because of the length of ti 
that it took for me to make that decision, may have give, 
that impression. 


Going back to your move from Marconi, what attrac( 
you to the Brisbane Strikers? 

Well, I did fancy seeing some other parts of Australia, and] 
have been lucky enough that I have been able to do it play 
ing the game I love. Brisbane were coming off a fantasti; 
Grand Final win, and the future looked really bright up here 
It wasn’t a big decision to leave Sydney, it wasn’t a bi 
decision to leave Marconi, and it certainly wasn’t a big de 
cision to join the Strikers. 


So who initiated your move? 

My wife was very keen to move out of Sydney, and Frank 
Farina did approach me about half way through Brisbane} 
championship season. So as time went by, we began to think 
and talk about it much more, and the idea just grew from 
there. I had never contemplated leaving Sydney, but if 
seemed a better idea the more we thought about it. 


So do you feel that you’re a bit more settled now? 
Yeah. My wife is really enjoying it, and the players are 
great group of people here. So hopefully things will com 
together a bit more on the park this season. 


So how Is pre-season training going with John Kosmina 
Kossie is a legend in our game, and for what he achieved in 
our game he deserves to be a national icon. Unfortunately, 
some of the younger lads that we have this year will no| 
know of him. If they were coming through in another spol 
- rugby league, for example - then they’d all know who hit 
is, and what he achieved. I’m confident in his coaching abil 
ity. I think that he did an excellent job at Newcastle will 
very limited resources, and with a bit more quality and ex 
perience in certain areas, his side would have gone very 
well. There’s no doubt that he can coach, and if things don't 
go well, it won’t be because we don’t have the right coach 
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fy a strange twist of fate Frank has gone te Marconi. 
Where did you hear the news, and what was your re- 
action? 

Yeah). Word had been filtering through for a while, but 
Frank was decent enough to talk to a number of individual 
players and let them know what he was doing. But one 
can't help feeling that he dragged me out of Marconi, so 
that he could go back there a year later without me hang- 
ing around (/aughs). Frank was one of the reasons for me 
io come up here, so there was a huge amount of disap- 
poiniment. But they have acquired the services of Kossie 
in his stead, so the place doesn’t lose that much appeal, 
really, 


Who has it affected the rest of the lads, particularly 
some of the younger ones? 

| really don’t know. There’s no doubting that he did a 
great job whilst he was here, and there was an enormous 
amount of respect for him. But it really hasn’t been talked 
about. Even the youngsters realise that life must go on, 
and that football is about the comings and goings of play- 
ers, But that is one area that our game must improve upon 
- how we look after our players. We should create an envi- 
ronment where they don’t need to look elsewhere to im- 
prove their game, and way of life. Maybe we can learn 
something from other sports in that area 


You've also got a job as Schools Development Officer, 
how is that going? 

Well, I'm a teacher by trade, so dealing with school kids 
is something that I’m equipped to do. But this job is bet- 
ter in that it removes me from the daily grind of teaching, 
and you get to see different kids every day. There’s an 
enormous amount of ground to be ploughed out there, 
and the kids are just lapping it up. By comparison to rugby 
league we haven't been as succesful in the past trying to 
lap into that market - mainly because our game is so popu- 
lar - we let the game do the work. But it’s a difficult job, 
because soccer is under-capitalised and finances are al- 
feady stretched in our game. 


And the Optus Eye on Soccer show, what happened 
there? 

Well, Optus Vision went broke, so they pulled the plug on 
the funding. I’m not sure if anyone was watching it though- 
I don't know-there probably were a few, the dichards, and 
I know tapes went out to the clubs and they watched it, so 
it Was serving a purpose. It probably lacked a bit of qual- 
ity though! (Laughs) 


You were recently employed by SBS to cover the World 
Cup from France, how did that come about? 

Well, just because of my association with SBS. That’s just 
another story of cards falling into place. My first work 


with SBS was a couple of years ago when I was sus- 
pended coming towards the end of the home and away 
rounds. Marconi were going particularly well, top of the 
table, and we had a big game that Sunday against Ol- 
ympic and because I was available, SBS rang me up and 
asked if I would come in to the Sunday morning “On 
the Ball” programme. That was the start of it, and they 
must have thought I went reasonably well. Nothing was 
said to me then, but in that off-season, Kimon Taliadoris, 
who had the job, made that ill-fated move to Collingwood 
and so the position was vacant. SBS rang me and asked 
if I'd be interested in doing it on a more regular basis, 
and I was happy to take the position and it worked for 
me. They gave me extra work as time went on, then they 
rang me up and asked if 1 would do the Grand Final, and 
all these things must have been going through their 
minds, that I was a possible alternative. Then at Easter 
time Les Murray rang me up and asked if I wanted to go 
to France, and I suggested to him that I’d need to check 
my diary (laughs)-it was quite simply just a sequence of 
events, there was no grand plan. 


And did this phone call just come out of the blue, or 
did you have a hope in the back of your mind? 

[ had a hope in the back of my mind, because when I 
moved from Sydney to Brisbane I was working with SBS 
intermittently at the time. People were suggesting to me 
that I should say something to Les about the possibility 
of some work around the place. So I included him in my 
deliberations about where I was going to play. I told him, 
look, I don’t want to sound presumptuous, but if there is 
any chance of me being included in the World Cup cov- 
erage, I don’t want to lose that opportunity through mov- 
ing out of Sydney, what do you think? He said two things- 
you moving out of Sydney won’t jeopardise your 
chances, and your biggest problem is going to be if Aus- 
tralia don’t qualify because then we'll have the pick of 
the Socceroos to use. So that was fair enough and an- 
other reason to be devastated when we lost against Iran 
because ] just thought they'd use Mark Bosnich or some- 
one. And that was it, I didn’t give it a second thought 
from November on. Then a week before Les rang me 
there was a murmur around the place, and a couple of 
people were saying, why don’t you ask what’s going on? 
I decided not to, because if they were going to ask me, 
they would, they didn’t need me to say anything. So 
then the phone rang, and I was the luckiest person in the 
world. Unbelievable. | still can’t believe it. Fantastic. 


(Continued over) 


Andy Harper- 
continued from page 7 


And what were your impressions of the World Cup? 
I thought it was a magnificent tournament, I don’t know 
what you thought, but I thought the football was fantastic. 
Sixty-four games, there were probably three or four duds, 
collectively, a dud half here, a dud half there. Very rarely 
was there a dud game in its entirety-I can think of two. I 
think Paraguay-Bulgaria was pretty tedious, and Germany- 
Croatia in the quarter-final was a bit of a dud. But ] just 
thought it was the most magnificent exhibition of sport, 
culture, football-an incredible event and occasion. 


What were you doing over there-were you 
commentating 61 games? 

No, my title, for want of a better word, was analyst-the 
English call their equivalents "pundits". I’d sit on the set 
with either Les or Kyle or Pau! Dempsey-one of these three 
would be hosting and firing questions to Johnny Warren 
or I. That was my job, just watch the football and com- 
ment on what I’d seen, and it’s a great job! One of the 
reasons, I think, for me being there was that they wanted 
to have someone at the games they could cross to live and 
have location shots. In my understanding, in the three 
World Cups SBS have covered, Johnny and Les have never 
actually been to a game. They’ve done all the work them- 
selves from a studio, which is quite heavy, and 1 thought 
it was due reward for them to be able to get out to the 
games. Having me there allowed Johnny Warren to be at 
the ground and so that was my brief. I wasn’t expecting to 
go to any games, | didn’t care about that, and the fact that 
they changed the schedule around a little bit and sent me 
out to two games was a huge bonus. But I was basically 
just in the studio doing what you see on all the SBS shows, 
they just have a panel and fire questions. 


Which games did you get to? 

I went to Italy-Austria, and Belgium-South Korea, They 
were both sort of dead rubbers, the third games in the first 
phase in the respective groups. South Korea had a shocker 
in the first two and couldn’t make it, and Belgium needed 
to know what was happening with Mexico. So in the end, 
that turned out to be a dead rubber, as did Italy-Austria, 
but they were still fantastic occasions. 


Who were the teams (if any) that impressed you? 

IT was pretty happy that France won, they probably had the 
most complete toumament from go to whoa. Holland 
would have been a worthy finalist, and I thought Argen- 
tina were outstanding as well. The fact that Holland 
knocked them out was a testament to their quality. Brazil 
were amazing because they never really fired and they 
still finished second. England, I thought, were disappoint- 
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ing up until that game against Argentina, and then they were 
quite superb. That was an incredible game. Nigeria were 
hugely disappointing once they got to the knockout stage 
But Argentina, Holland and France, they would be the three 
I'd pick. 


Going back to the Strikers and this seasons Ericsson Cup, 
who are the teams to beat? 

Well, Marconi will have a good year, they’ve probably got 
the strongest squad, I think. They did well with Zoran Matic 
last year, and the change of coach, particularly with it being 
Frank, will free them up to express themselves. They’ve got 
the quality to really challenge. I'd like to think Northern 
Spirit will do well, because if they’re as well organised as 


_ they appear to be, and taking my Strikers hat off to answer 


the question, I hope they street the field by twenty points. | 
want the rest of the competition to say this consortium can 
bring in real money, and look what it’s doing. Players get- 
ting paid decent money at last, earning a proper wage from 
the game, so I hope they get their crowds and I hope they do 
really well, so that other clubs think, well, we’re going to 
have to raise our standards. | know Marconi could follow 
suit, and I hope Perth explode this year. I don’t know the 
playing lists, though, to be honest, but South Melbourne 
should be really strong and Olympic could be there or therea- 
bouts. 


And what are your expectations for this coming season? 
Well, it’s going to be very difficult. Any improvement on 
last season, quite sincerely, would be a huge relief, because 
I don’t think the Brisbane populous wants to experience that 
again. But we do have a very young squad, there has been a 
real haemorrhage of experience over the last couple of years. 
We've lost Hunter, Wright, Phillips, Farina, Cranney, Brown- 
that’s not a bad six to put on your team sheet. There’s still a 
lot of quality and there are some great youngsters coming 
through, but it’s going to be a difficult year. I think, realisti- 
cally, Strikers will be doing well if they’re scrapping it out 
for one of the last couple of finals places. If they can achieve 
that, I think it will be a hugely successful year. 


You’ve just played two games up in Bundaberg and 
Maryborough, how did those games go? 

Well, they were fun, it’s always good to get out in the bush. 
The Strikers are incredibly well received, despite pockets of 
dissension, there’s overwhelming support and goodwill for 
them. People are still talking about the Grand Final, even 
although it was over a season ago, it’s still very firm in peo- 
ple’s minds. When I go out to country schools,the Strikers 
are huge-the kids all know the Strikers and are very fond of 
them. And it was the same this week end, visiting Bundaberg, 
Maryborough and Hervey Bay. The games were good hit- 
outs, good natured affairs. It was our first run, the first time 
we'd played together for a lot of the players, especially with 
the young kids coming through, so I think it was a success- 
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ful week end. I think it was about 4-0 and 5-0, with about 
38 good chances missed (laughs), but it was a good solid 
hit-out. 


Wits a number of good young players coming through, 
who are the ones to watch? 

There is no doubt in my mind that Wayne Shroj and Jade 
North have got huge futures. They’re good kids, and are 
good players already. Kossie will probably nurse them 
through, but they’Il do very well, sooner or later. Its just a 
matter of them getting their chance, but they’re very ex- 
citing prospects for the local scene. 


So will we see Andy Harper on TV this season? 
Well, I'm certainly hoping so, but I’m in a bit of a limbo 
about that at the moment, and I’m not sure what to do. I’m 
a complete novice, despite the fact I’ve been part of the 
créme de la créme as far as productions are concerned. I 
mean, if you wanted to do anything, the World Cup would 
be the top of your list, and P’'ve managed to leap frog all 
the rubbish and go straight to the good stuff, which was 
incredibly lucky. But having said that, I don’t know the 
workings of the industry, so I’m hoping somewhere along 
the line I’m going to be doing some television. And that’s 
where the limbo is, what opportunities are there going to 


Debut: for Sydney City v Wollongong City 
(lost 0-2) 14/9/86 


Club 


Season Starts + subs 


(goals) 
1+0 (0) 
1+4 (0) 
11 + 12 (1) 
24 + 0 (6) 
21 +3 (15) 
25 + 1 (8) 
28 + 0 (18) 
26 + 1 (14) 
12 + 4 (2) 
34 + 0 (15) 
28 + 0 (8) 
20 + 3 (2) 
231 + 25 (90) 


1986 
1987 
1989 
1989/90 
1990/91 
1991/92 
1992/93 
1993/94 
1994/95 
1995/96 
1996/97 
1997/98 
TOTAL 


Sydney City 
Sydney Olympic 
St George 
St George 
St George 
Marconi 
Marconi 
Marconi 
Marconi 
Marconi 
Marconi 
Strikers 


(Currently 13th highest all time NSL scorer) 


be and what’s going to be expected of me in terms of 
where I am to accept those positions if they come along. 
But no one’s telling me anything, so who knows? 


Is the media something that interests you as some- 
thing that you'd like to be involved in when you bang 
your boots up? 

Yes it is, and the problem for me is that I’m maybe going 
to have to hang my boots up before I’m ready. If an op- 
portunity comes, its going to have to be grabbed, rather 
than saying I'll play for another year or two or three, and 
hoping there’s going to be another one in that time. Un- 
fortunately I don’t think I’m going to have that luxury. 
My number one priority is to keep playing. I’m just lov- 
ing it so much, despite the fact that I didn’t go so well 
last year, I just love playing and being involved in the 
game. But as far as the long term is concerned, what am 
I going to do? I’m not going to be playing forever, that’s 
for sure, so it will be a big decision if] have to make one. 


So long term, what does the future hold for Andy 
Harper? Coaching, maybe? 

I don’t know, I haven’t really thought about it, to be 
honest. Medium term, if] can get a crack at some tel- 
evision work, and just get out on the hustings gener- 
ally and try to talk people into getting involved with 
soccer, that’s one thing I think I'd like to do. I just feel 
so enthusiastic, and I'd just love Australia to take it on 
board so much. If I can do a job selling the game, and 
I suppose the most efficient way of doing that is with 
your head on a screen, that’s what I’d like to do. Not 
because I want to be a television personality, I want to 
talk to people about football, because I want people to 
realise what they’re missing out on, because the whole 
world’s into it, and we're stupid if we don’t lock in. 


Have you seen much of the local game this season? 
I’ve seen a bit of the XXXX League-a very little bit- 
and I think the problems with the XXXX League are 
symptomatic of the game in general. It seems to me to 
bea very young league, and unfortunately once they’ve 
got to make a decision between a fair dinkum career 
or playing football, the career always wins out. It just 
doesn’t add up to give your week ends and nights up. 
So the XXXX League has got a couple of problems, 
but they’re no different from the game at large. 
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Eagles take out Qantas Cup 


Scanning through issue 26 of this seasons Eye on Soccer, you could have been forgiven for not 
knowing that the Qantas Cup final was being played at Perry Park the following Wednesday 
evening. Indeed the competition - for non-professional teams only - has received no coverage ai 
ail in “Queenslands Most Read Soccer Magazine” this season. So it was no wonder that only a 


handful of ardent spectators accompanied the usual family and friends to brave the winter chill at 


the home of Queensland soccer last month. 


Two games were on the bill, and even our local “Everything 
For Soccer” newspaper failed to make mention of the fixtures. 
So it is up to “that other’ Queensland football publication to 
fly the flag for those footballers who aren't as talented as their 
professional counterparts, but who are just as dedicated. 


In the fight for the third-place, Buderim (of the Sunshine Coast) 
defeated Eastern Suburbs fourth division team 5-3, after the 
sides were locked at 3-3 going into injury time. Both sets of 
players looked out on their feet as the final fifteen minutes 
approached, and it was obvious that the next goal would win 
it. As the dreaded penalty shoot-out loomed, Buderim 
snatched two goals within minutes of each other to conclude 
the game without the use of spot kicks. 


In the second game of the evening, Southside Eagles from 
Amateur Division 1 got off to a flying start when first Steve 
Mow, and then veteran Gerry Kay put them 2-0 up inside fif- 
teen minutes. The two goals reflected the pattern of play with 
Eagles dominating possession over their fifth division oppo- 
nents from Wynnum. Indeed, Man-of-the-match, Kay set up 
the first sending a long angled ball into the box, which was 
flicked on by striking partner Scott Morelande. Mow found 
himself unmarked at the back post, beating the ‘keeper to the 
ball, and looping it into the unguarded net. 


Minutes later Mow repaid the compliment by crossing for Kay 
at the near post. The ex-state league player couldn't dodge 
the ball in time, and it hit his head, and found the net. 


As the half wore on, Wynnum began to fight back, with their 
more physical style of play winning plenty of possession in 
midfield, and causing the Eagles back four to scramble to 
defend their lead. But everytime Wynnum had the ball, there 
was always a green and white shirt allowing no time to weigh 


up options. _ Continued on page 17 
Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, therefore, 
are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessar- 
ily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently do | 


We accept any articles and letters as long as they are ac- 
companied by a name and address and do not contain foul or 


G.K. recalls two old 
adversaries who he 
came up against once 
more in that cup final 


Gerry La Costa is still one of the 
toughest defenders you can play 
against. The old adage of “hard but 
fair’ has never been so exemplified, 
Ne off the ball Incidents, no over the 
ball tackles what you see is what you 
get, 12 1/2 stone of brick wall going 
inte a 50/50 challenge - a ball piayers 
nightmare. He has always been like 
that.The best thing that | can say 
about knowing that | may play against 
Gerry next year Is that 1 am glad | am 
retiring. One of the few times | man- 
aged te get past Gerry feeling that | 
had done so well only to get my head 
up and see the second part of the 
“twins of pain” coming inte finish off 
what Gerry had let through. it was fun 
seeing Perry Park from 3 metres In the 
alr. Davy Thompson who | have played 
against for many years once again 
proved that he has the longest punt 
clearance of anybody in the four foot- 
ball codes In Australia. 

He Is your typical Wynumn club man 
when cut In half he bleeds yellow. The 
great thing for Wynumn Seccer Club 
Is that In this league they can blood 
youngsters with these “old heads” to 
look after them. Anyone touches them 
in an unteward fashion and a quiet 
werd will be dropped In the ear of the 
perpetrator that In thelr best interests 
it might be wise to desist from behav- 
leur that could lead them to a 
chiropractor for life. Yeh, hard but fair 
that pretty well sums up these two 
“jegends of the turf”. Thanks for the 
memories follas! 
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Wande: 


In Drugs Shock ! 


by Ace Reporter, Reuban McDuck 


The shire of Farr was thrown into complete chaos last night when it was revealed that a number of football 
players with the South Farr Wanderes club were found to be taking banned substances. The whole issue of 
drugs in sport is taking on a whole new magnitude these days as first the Tour de France cyclists, then 
various Olympic swimmers were targeted for special testing. Now footballers of all codes are being tested 
like never before. 

“Yesterdays newspaper headlines ‘Wanderers in drugs shock’, were completely way off the mark”, said 
ace striker Al “the” Shera this moming. “It wasn’t a shock to us, we’ve been on ‘em for ages !” 

The definition of “banned substances” is one that covers a number of grey areas, as it is the club that have 
imposed the ban. 

“We're trying to run a football club here,” said President Walter “Winger” Wombat today. “And it doesn’t 
help when some of your players are drinking XXXX in the dressing room before the game !” 

The banned players (who we cannot name) spoke out at what they call the Dickensian measures being 
taken by the club. 

“Listen, we have nothing to play for this season, so having a few stubbies before the game makes it more 
ofa social event. You can’t work all week, and hope to relax on the end of a six or seven nil flogging every 
Saturday, without easing the pain with a stubby or two of fourex.” 

Allegations that the club committee have declared XXXX a “banned substance” were played down by the 
board who insist that “running a football club these days is just like running a normal business, and we 
must do whatever is necessary to bring the best out in our staff.” 

But this publication has reason to believe that the XXXX issue is covering over a much larger problem in 
the Wanderers dressing room. One of our inves- 
tigative reporters, who sneaked into the Wander- 
ers sheds after a training session last week re- 


Eagles take out Qantas Cup - 
continued from page 10 
The beginning of the second half saw a fairly predictable certain 
pattern of play emerge, as Wynnum, knowing it was all- ported feats sispened as noun wd 
or-nothing, threw everything at the Eagles defence. Wave bape _ heed being smoked as aie allies 
after wave of attack was stifled, but the ball was sent back | ‘ished. Hiding behind some rusty oil drums that 
relentlessly by the Wynnum midfield. are used to hold corner flags, goal pegs and net- 
ting, he filed this report via his mobile phone, 
Just after the hour, a clever passage of play down the |“Qooococcoohhhhhh mannnnn ! Thosered flags 
Eagles left saw Robbie Ashcroft link up with Scott] are just awesome. When the little peggy weggies 
Morelande, whose left foot shot hit the back of the net, | start dancing around in the dressing room, they 
and knocked the wind out of the Wynnum sails. From just make the whole place look soocoo beauti 
that moment on the result was never in doubt, and in the JU eee ne be i ree at 
final few minutes Steve Mow added his second, when he ful, venenne I'm sure that even dy cap liber 
headed in at close range from a Steve Abson cross. _| © but it’s just such a wonderful feeling being 
in here with all these beautiful people.” 
Q.S.F. President Wallace Dann handed out the trophy} The reporter was last seen wearing a kaftan, and 
and medals, and Eagles coach Chris Beswick said that it making peace signs at local police officers. 
Was a fine foundation on which to build for next season. 


ROCHEDALE ROVERS RADIO 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


Attention !!! 
All you INTERNET junkies !!! 
Visit the OZSOCCER website at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 
http:/Avww. brisbane strikers.com 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday morning 
on FM One-O-One for all the latest on the 
local and international soccer scene. 


: 
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Coast Appoint New Coach ch 


Gold Coast City have commenced preparations for their 
second season in the XXXX League by appointing a 
new coach. Kenny Lindsay is the man charged with build- 
ing on their inaugural season in the State's premier com- 
petition. He has excellent credentials on the local soccer 
scene, and City president Bob Jeffrey is confident he 
can do a job for the club at the higher level. "He has a 
reputation as a solid disciplinarian, but couples his no 
nonsense approach to a very astute eye for the game". 
Certainly his record in the local competition is impres- 
sive. In 1996, he led Southport to the local "Grand Slam", 
picking up the Premiership, Grand Final, F.A. Cup and 
President's Cup. The season just finished saw Southport 
emerge as Premiers again, with essentially a new team, 
and they are hot favourites for the Grand final. He also 
coached the Gold Coast Gamblers rep side in 1995 and 
96. This season's coach, Paul Cockbain, will remain at 
the club, taking over a new administrative role as they 
bid to establish themselves in the competition. 
Although disappointed with their final League position, 
Jeffrey is reasonably happy with their performance in 
their debut season. "We've taken a hiding in our last three 


games, unfortunately, but we were blooding soiy 
youngsters with an eye to the future. Otherwise we'y 
been competitive, and are only three wins from , 
reasonable mid-table finish. Our reserves have mady 
the Finals, though, and that's an encouraging sigy 
for next season. We've also had Peter Grierson anj 
Troy Greenwood selected for the State team, so over. 
all we're reasonably happy. We reckon we have 4 
good, solid base to build on, and are now looking (9 
strengthen our ranks for next season. Already we'ye 
had enquiries from a few experienced local player 
interested in returning to the Coast." 

Jeffrey also announced a change of venue for nexj 
season, the club playing home fixtures at Southport 
Soccer Club. The ground has a good playing sur 
face and excellent facilities, more than meeting QSF 
requirements. More importantly, it is a move to 4 
soccer friendly environment, rather than sharing 9 
Rugby League venue as for the season just ending, 
an arrangement that brought it's share of problems, 
So, altogether, it looks like being a happier time all 
round for the Gold Coast club in 1999. 


Gold Coast City 


Sede 


Gamblers Soccer Club 


EGESIN TERIA 


Thank their Major Sponsors for 1998 Season 


CONRAD Pee Ay. 
JUPITERS ws Olay. 


CHLD COAST 


We would also like to acknuwledge the suppolt piven lo us by 


COASTWIDE 
ELECTRICAL 
WIDLESALERS 


Gy & gah ahd 


DATS A WEEK 


EE] @& 


Juin us afler-the game at the Home of Gold Const City Soccer Club 
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Trainspotting 


Before all you Manchester United followers write in and accuse us of anti-United bias, we 
should point out that the following was sent to us by a United fan... 


CHOOSE UNITED 

Choose 7 failed attempts at the European Cup 

Choose to be knocked out of Europe 5 times in 5 seasons 

Choose to be the European laughing stock 

Choose to waste countless millions 

Choose to support a team from a city you've never been to 

Choose whining 

Choose to wear grey shirts then blame them when Southampton stuff you 

Choose to release Cantona because he’s the only one who recognises how s*** Cole is 
Choose cheating 

Choose not to condemn your player after he has just been convicted of assault 
Choose'to spend your career in the reserves because the money’s good 

Choose a psychopathic Irishman for your captain and call him a gifted visionary 
Choose the arrogance to field your reserve team and then bleat about the consequences 
Choose a racist albino with pink eyes and a red nose as your goalkeeper 

Choose not to be liked by anyone and pretend not to care 

Choose your own referee and assistants — except in Europe 

Choose a Scandinavian paperboy as your top goal scorer 

Choose to have the biggest squad in British football and then complain about injuries 
Choose your club before country 

Choose Wales before England 

Choose Paul Parker 

Choose to be a***-licked by the media and then accuse them of anti-United bias 
Choose to forget 1969 to 1993 ever existed 

Choose to change the team you support every ten years 

Choose to shield your players from TV interviews until they can read and write 
Choose Remi Moses 

Choose to change your kit 6 times a season 

Choose to be snubbed by every decent player around the world and pretend you didn’t want them 
anyway 

Choose self-deception and delusions of grandeur 

Choose your best ever player as an incoherent, wife-beating, alcoholic Irishman 
Choose to poach your ‘impressive youth policy’ from other clubs 

Choose to sign a world class centre forward beginning with SHE and pretend not to care when you get 
Sheringham instead of Shearer 

Choose to go for the Triple then end up with nothing 

Choose embarrassment 

Choose Manchester United! 
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Money's 


Too Tight To Mention 


by Tony Moran 


As the fourex season draws to a close, many 
clubs in the professional ranks will be breathing a 
huge sigh of relief. Their bank balances will be 
lower than a TFP comment about the Strikers 
board, and they’ll already be looking at their 
budgets for the 1999 season. Although not 
admitting it publicly a number of clubs have 
either cut their players’ wages or stopped paying 
appearance (non-win) money. For most of the 
semi-professional clubs a move up to the Premier 
League, would be like a sentence on Death Row - 
they know that they just wouldn’t be able to 
compete. 


So why is it that this has happened ? 

Financially, compared to Europe (where the top 
players can earn more in a week than you or I 
could earn in a year or three) football in Australia 
will always be a third world country, struggling 
with the likes of the Ukraine, Tunisia and 
Jamaica. David Hill (before his resignation) had 
this dream that one day, all the Ericsson Cup 
players will be full-time professionals, but I think 
that that is a long way away yet. At the moment 
only a couple of clubs can claim that their players 
are “full-time”, and until there is a huge influx of 
sponsorship soon, that small percentage (prob- 
ably between 10 and 20) will only be able to 
grow very slowly. 

So if only, say, 20% of players can afford a living 
off the game at national league level, what hope 
has fourex Premier League ? 


In Brisbane, we are lucky that there are at least 
two clubs who are financially stable, and can 
afford to pay top wages for their players and staff. 
It’s no secret that Brisbane Lions and Rochedale 
Rovers lead the field when it comes to the 
financial side of the footballing equation. 
Consequently they can afford to attract the best 
players with lucrative contracts. When the rest of 
the Premier League try to compete, they are left a 
long way behind, banking on players who still 
have an ounce of club loyalty, or those who have 
fallen out with Rochedale and/or Lions. 


The ability to generate huge amounts of revenue 
through their licenced clubhouses, via pokies, Keno 
etc. provides a valuable lifeline for the two clubs. 
Both are based in suburban Brisbane, where there ig 
a huge amount of disposable income. Their chub- 
houses exist as the meeting places for a whole 
generation of people who see the inexpensive 
facilities as a home-from-home. Both clubs are open 
- and, indeed, are full - seven days a week, with full. 
time staff to cater for every need. Food, drink, and 
all the latest in high-tech entertainment are there for 
you to wile away the hours - whether you support 
football or not. 


' 
| 


Although the rest of the league clubs have some sort | 


of long term plan in place, most are still left very 
much in their wake, as they try to compete. 

But we cannot blame these two giants for the 
financial problems of other clubs. We must look at 
the wider problem, and try to offer a solution. 

Both clubs have made it plain that they want to play 
at the highest footballing level available, whether 
that is fourex Premier, state or national league, and 
they cannot be criticised for that. But is it fair that 
they should attempt to drag a number of unwilling 
clubs along with them ? Shouldn’t we try to add a 
bit of sanity to the equation, and, maybe, ask them 
to check their player payments ? Obviously they will 
want to attract the best that money can buy, and by 
having those extra dollars can lure other players 


- who might just be a threat to them in an opposing 


team. 


And this is where the federation should step in, to 
stop clubs going under because of exorbitant 
demands by players, who, in some (many 7?) cases, 
are simply using the clubs as cash cows, and 
offering no loyalty in return. 


Perhaps, a salary cap (or “maximum wage” as we 
poms called it years ago) should be introduced to 
halt the frenetic player bidding that occurs over the 


: 
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summer months. This “auction” inevitably has 
(he poorer clubs rolling their eyes to the 
heavens, saying “we just can’t compete with 
that”, as yet another star player signs to play at 
Underwood Park or Richlands for the coming 
season. The clubs need to be protected from 
themselves. How frustrating it must be to see a 
quality player coming off contract, knowing that 
he is interested in playing at your club, yet his 
financial demands are much higher than you 
would normally pay. Wouldn't the temptation to 
offer him that little bit extra be too great ? Only 
to realise halfway through the year that things 
haven’t been going too well, and that the 
finances are beginning to get a bit stretched ? 
By putting a cap on player payments, no one 
player would be able to earn more than a preset 
amount. 


This would have a number of effects . . . 


Firstly, it would stop the rich clubs mopping up 
the quality players in Brisbane - even though 
some of them might end up playing reserve 
grade. (The “better to have him in the ressies 
than against us” syndrome). 


Secondly, it would make the clubs more 
financially conscious of the players that they can 
sign. “We can’t afford Chris Slater AND Glenn 
Kolpak”, for example. 


Thirdly, it would encourage coaches to be a bit 
more selective as to who they put on their 
summer shopping list, and the good coaches 
would rise to the top - after all, it’s not only 
Arsenal that can buy success. 


Fourthly it would stop players, who could 
obviously achieve a better standard, playing 
fourex football instead of moving on to national 
league, where the rewards could be much higher. 


Finally, it would stop this financial merry-go- 
round that some clubs go through every season 


15 


with their players. Any of you with a copy of last 
seasons “Eye on Soccer” handy, just see how 
many players are with the same clubs this 
season. 


But the clubs must be tougher on the players too. 
We have often been told stories about players 
who will “disappear” if dropped from first grade 
or are injured - only to reappear on payday 
expecting a full wage packet. This, despite the 
fact that they haven’t been seen at training, or 
around the clubhouse, or even on matchdays for 
quite a while. 


Clauses such as turning up on training night 
whether fit or injured, and offering to coach 
junior teams a number of times throughout the 
year, would help to give the players more of a 
“club” personality, where they are made to feel 
welcome, and can offer something in return. 


Also, as “employees” of the club, they should be 


-| asked to be available to those fans who want to 


talk about the game, instead of disappearing as 
soon as the final whistle has been blown. How 
many clubs have I visited over the course of the 
last few months, only to see empty bars, and 
clubhouses after training. A time when (in my 
mind) players should be getting to know those 
who they will be playing with on the weekend, 
and those who are paying their wages. 


The clubs are doing it tough dancing to the tune 
of the players. The federation should step in and 
offer solutions, instead of hauling them over the 
coals because of their financial shortcomings. 
It’s time to put a bit of common sense back into 
football. Queensland soccer cannot support all 
these players taking money out of the game. If 
they won’t play football unless they get paid, 
then the game is better without them. And there’s 
me thinking that people played our game for the 
love of it... 


The Farr Posi 


One of the darkest days in Scottish football history was a 9-3 defeat at the hands of "The Auld 
Enemy" at Wembley in 1963. The Scottish goalkeeper that day was Frank Haffey of Celtic, arid foy 
many years after that the standing joke among English soccer fans was "does anyone have the 
time?" "Yes, it's nearly ten past Haffey".Frank came to Australia in 1965 to play for Budapest ang 
has been here since. Greg Stock caught up with him recently to chat about his life and 


career....including THAT black day... 


You were born on the 28th of November 1938. 

That means its the big 6-0 this year. 1 was born a stones throw 
away from Rangers Park at Ibrox and in fact I could even see 
the floodlights from my bedroom window.” 

Your first junior club was Campsie Blackwatch. 

Juvenile club. | never played juniors because I skipped that 
and went straight to Celtic. You usually go from juvenile to 
junior but I never played juniors.” 

So how did you come to learn your craft as a goalkeeper? 
At school at the age of 8 or 9. Actually I got between the 
sticks entirely by accident. My classmates played for the 
school team and I used to go along and watch them. One 
Saturday morning | went along to watch and the usual goal- 
keeper didn’t turn up. So they put me in and I went very 
well. 

And Celtic picked you up from Campsie Blackwatch. 

I was there until just after the halfway through the season. At 
the age.of seventeen and a half they called me up and I played 
several reserve games. I signed on the same day (as an ama- 
teur) as Biliy McNeill. I signed on his back at half-time in a 
game against Rangers and he signed on mine (laughing). I'll 
never forget that and we didn’t do too badly either. 

You were always a character amongst the Celtic faithful. 
Even conducting the Rangers choir at some old firm game 
at Parkhead. 

Oh yeah. The crowd were signing songs and why not. The 
ball was on the other side of the park so I thought why not. I 
had nothing against them and thought I’d join in while I had 
nothing else to do and I loved to do it. I was in no way being 
vindictive I just thought I’il join you. 

There was no hint of rivalry. 

Not from my point of view, certainly not. I’ve found that I 
may have had some altercations with the players at Celtic in 
the many years I was there but certainly never anything from 
a Rangers player. They were too gentlemanly. 

Even though they have always been the derby games. 
Oh yes and they were then too. Very much so that you could 
cut the atmosphere with a knife and its the same now. I never 
had a dirty challenge or a bad word from a Rangers player. 
Point of fact one of my best friends was Jimmy Baxter and 
he was a thorough gentleman. So was Jimmy Miller and Billy 
Henderson. We used to go out for a drink and 1 got to know 
Jimmy (Baxter) very well. [ have heard he has been ill and I 
am very sorry to hear that. So after the games I went to Alec 
Carlisle’s pub when he opened it at Hamilton and Billy 
Henderson and | used to go and knock down a big pile of 
pennies, that sort of thing. It was great fun and I have got 


photographs of them all in a hamper a mile high. Phojp. 
gtaphs of Rangers players, Celtic players, even Hearts play. 
ers. Great fun but never anything on the field. It was hard jj 
was fast but I never saw anything dirty or foolish. I had tog q 
much respect for the Rangers players anyway. ; 
Having been born in Ibrox what made you want to 
play with Celtic? 

People have said to me in Australia for years, Frank yoy 
were bom in Copeland Road, Ibrox, why didn’t you play for 
Rangers? So to get out of a sticky situation I'd say to them 
well, look, I wasn’t good enough (laughing) and that covers 
a multitude of sins. 

You were selected twice for Scotland. In your first mate) 
you saved a Bobby Charlton penalty. 

Yes I did and it was retaken because Dennis Law pul hig 
foot inside the eighteen yard line. In fact as we speak | am 
looking at my Scotland caps now. The second match I don! 
want to talk about unless you want to (laughing). No really 
it doesn’t bother me at all. 

Having said that, you were the goalkeeper when Eng- 
land beat Scotland scoring nine goals. 

About six months after Wembley, Jock Stein was our boss 
then, and he pulled me inside one morning and said he 
wanted a talk. Anyway we went up to the directors office 
and he had a film in 8 mm set up and he said I want to show 
you something. Well I don’t think too many people have, 
ever argued with the great Jock Stein but I certainly did and 
it was to the effect that I thought I was to blame at Wembley 
for three goals and he thought two goals. I said no definitely 
three and he said no only two. I was only twenty one they, 
and I was a little inexperienced but Jock said two and sol 
said okay we’ll settle on two. (laughing).” 

The ball has to get past ten others on the field before |i 
comes to you. 

Most certainly. We all have bad games and I wasn’t the only 
one that day, believe me. - 

Do you feel that game cost you more opportunities 4! 
international level? 

I think it might have because I got injured about two years 
after that and it was a bad ankle injury. I was trying to come 
back and in fact I was sure I was coming back and then they 
bought another goalkeeper in Ronnie Simpson putting me 
further behind the eight ball. I said well I’d better fight for 
the spot as I was only twenty five. 1 was injured at Partick 
Thistle and went over on my ankle in 1963. 
Do you remember how that happened? | 
I got the ball in my arms was kicking it out from my hands 
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and went over on my right ankle. Simple as that and 
{ was only married three months (laughing). 

You puf the ball in your own nef once? 

\ was against Hearts at Parkhead. I got a little bit 
stunned when someone charged into me and I'll al- 
ways remember Duncan Mackay our right fullback 
saying, you’re facing the wrong way. To make a long 
story short | was a bit fuzzy and 1 put the ball on the 
six yard line and walked past it and kicked it into 
the net. It wasn’t a goal because the ball has to pass 
over the eighteen yard line before its in play. So it 
was nothing, it wasn’t a staged thing its just I was a 
little concussed. Only momentarily, I came good af- 
ter that and didn’t kick any more in (laughing). 

J have to ask you about St Patricks Day 1962 and 
Haffey, Crerand and McNeill have a furious row 
and the referee has to calm them all down. 

Was it on the field or after the game? (laughing). We 
had altercations, you should do your job I should do 
mine but these things happen and there were no 
blows of course. There was no animosity and it was 
forgotten afterwards. You may not know this but 
Paddy (Crerand) was my best man and even intro- 
duced me to my wife. I hate him (laughing). I’m only 
kidding. The best thing he ever did do as [ am still 
with her and I am the happiest man God ever made. 
You missed a penalty at Airdrie. 

The score was 8-0. Billy McNeill says Frank up you 
come and get me to Wembley. If you score that it 
will be nine. I am sure it was eight at the time. I took 
the kick and Roddy McKenzie the goalkeeper, a nice 
young man made a great save. The following day 
was a Sunday and there were three Glasgow news- 
papers came up to interview me and they brought 
Roddy with them to get the story. 

Is that the only time you have ever stepped up to 
take a penalty? 

Yes the first and last daughing). 

From Celtic you went to Swindon Town. 
Swindon paid about 15,000 pounds for me. I was 
there for three quarters of a season and I just couldn’t 
get on with the manager and there were stories go- 
ing around that I had been fighting with him physi- 
cally but it was absolute rubbish. I just couldn’t see 
a future there and thats when someone contacted me 
from Sydney, Australia. 

Why would a Scottish international goalkeeper 
with a first class reputation want to continue his 
career in a country thousands of miles away 
where the standard of play was well behind that 
of the U.K? : 

Simply because I didn’t want the pressure. I was fed 
up with the pressure after all the years at Celtic and 
Swindon Town where 1 didn’t get on with the boss 
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and then this offer came to me. My brother-in-law married 
to my elder sister had been to Australia and gave it great 
ravings and he said why don’t you go down there with 
your young family. My little boy was only a year and after 
my wife got to Australia after three days she had a baby. 
She shouldn’t have even been on the plane (laughing). 

So it was more a lifestyle change? 

I wanted a complete change. If had gone back to Glasgow 
there would have been too much pressure. Partick Thistle 
wanted me but I said no I wanted a clean break after the 
pressures of Celtic. 

Before you arrived in Australia did you sign with any 
particular club? 

Budapest contacted me before I came over. I agreed on the 
terms and | arrived (in Australia) on the 13th of July 1965. 
The player payments wouldn’t have been as much as 
Scottish football. 

No but I wanted a complete break. I had heard so much 
about this great country and it is a great country and we 
wanted a clean break for us and our children. We were 
quite adamant about that. 

During your time at St George your flamboyant char- 
acter came to the fore. I have a rather unique picture 
in the Soccer World annual of 1968 showing yourself 
lying on top of the cross-bar after the 1967 N.S.W. grand 
final win. 

We beat A.P.LA. 3-1. [remember it well, Victor Fernandez, 
Johnny Warren, Manfred Schaefer and David Cliss the lit- 
tle Pommy bloke. 

David Cliss was a great player. 

He was but he enjoyed playing up a bit while he was play- 
ing. I’d wait till after the game (laughing). He was a great 
thinker, great worker, a great player and a magnet for the 
ball. Little short fella only about 5 foot 6. The coach was a 
Hungarian fella, Laurie Hegyes, a really nice fella. 


To be continued next month. 
I believe Roddy McKenzie, the Airdrie goalkeeper who 
saved Frank's penalty kick, was the coach at Ipswich St. 
Helens when they won the then Second Division Grand 
Final around 3-4 years ago. Does anyone know if he is 
still involved in the local game? 


Write to... 
The Farr Post 
PO Box 478 


Bulimba Qld 4171 
or Fax (07) 3899 0497 
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i "My World Is Round" ‘ 


An oversized package appeared in the TFP mailbox last week. Further inspection 
revealed a book entitled "My World Is Round - A personal playing history" by one 
Frank Farina. The name rang a vague bell in my memory banks, so | set out to 


reacquaint myself with this forgotten hero. 
Frank Farinas book tells a unique story for an Australian. That of a man with an ambition to go on and be the very 


Str ike § quad - business as usual 


One of the most loyal football fans in Queens- _| on matchdays, and added to the sense of 
land is leaving Brisbane to return to the UK. occasion that many spectators go for. Their 
Stewart Holmes who is probably the most well- | colourful banners, and constant singing, and 
known of the Brisbane Strikers fan club, The noise-making have become part of those 
Strike Squad, will be returning to England in steamy summer Saturday nights. The game in 
October. But footy fans shouldn't be worried too | Brisbane will be worse off without him, but 


. best at his chosen sport - in this case football. In Europe and South America, this book would not be anything much. Stewie has assured me that The Strike it's business as usual, hopefully. 
special, but to any young Queenslander whose aspirations are to play in Europe at the highest level, it can do Squad can, and will, continue without him. As you can see from below, Stewie has put his 
nothing but give inspiration. There are a number of local fans who will take | car up for sale. There's no better way of 
: over the role of organising the matchday nailing your football colours to the masts now 
In Europe, for example, kids are taught at an early age which team to support, and that one day they will play for activities, and they will be talking to Stewie is there folks ? So anybody with a few grand 
that team - and indeed their country. For the son of an Italian migrant in the mid-sixties, living in Cairns, there Bent it before he goes t sath il 5 : 
would have not been the same brainwashing. Farina grew up the son of a carpenter, and on reading this my only 3 ROSS. © spare, give him a call, and drive away with 


In the past the Strike Squad have managed to a unique car, 


thought was . . . “didn’t somebody else once start life as the son of a carpenter ?”. Paolo Farina came to Australia in : 2 
create a unique atmosphere at Suncorp Stadium 


the post-war migration from Europe, and was the first person to send the young Frank off as he was refereeing 
: Franks first ever game. The opening pages of his book tell of that momentous occasion - he remembers it vividly. 
: But unfortunately it doesn’t seem to have been a lesson learnt too well, as the book seems to be punctuated by red 
card dismissals, revealing a man with a tendency to retaliate, and easily lose his temper. 


q 


OVERSEAS RETURN FORCES SALE 
HYUNDAI FX COUPE (STRIKERS CAR) 


The book is described on the front cover as “a personal playing history”, and that is what it is. Frank only touches 
on his family, personal or other business lives, as the storyline is dedicated to his playing career. From his first ever 
game as a seven year-old in Port Moresby to the numerous pinnacles of his career - representing his country at 
various levels, winning trophies in Europe and, obviously, the 1997 Ericsson Cup victory at Suncorp Stadium. 


For those of you unfamiliar with the cut-throat world of European football, Frank tells a number of poignant tales, 

and hopes that his observations can help younger players trying to break through in these shark-infested waters. 

After a number of very happy - and succesful - years at Club Brugge, Frank decided to try his luck in Italy with 

Bari, and his record of only eight appearances tells the story entirely. A wrong move, for the wrong reasons. This 

experience brought the high-flying Aussie superstar down to earth, and the lessons that he learned from that are 
documented for all to read. Hopefully any up and coming youngster in the same position can be forewarned of the 
dangers of Europe, well before they are brought back down with a bump as Farina was. 


But Frank also gives his opinions on a number of topics from attitudes at training to the relationships that players 
should (or shouldn’t, in some cases) have with their managers, and finally to those that coaches and managers 
should have with club directors and board members (more of that later). The topic of players diving in the box 
comes up, and it seems that Frankie had been accused of diving well before his recent incidents whilst playing for 
the Strikers. 


But it was the reasons for him leaving Brisbane that many people will buy this book. Without giving the game away 
too much, the politics of the board room seem to be the main cause here. If you can read between the lines, Frank 
sketches out a picture of a club flirting with disaster, run by a group of people who seem to think more of themselves 
than of the club or the game (“they told me how fortunate I was to have them as a board” he writes). But his move 10 — 
Marconi does, in hindsight, seem to have been the correct one now, and having read his story, and read why he has 


made certain decisions, it is understandable that he had to do it. 1997 model, striking yellow, D DOHC, 4 cylinder, 5 speed, air conditioning, power steering, : 
alioy wheels, low profile tyres, tinted power windows, central locking, theft alarm, CD i 
Overall, it was a very interesting book, and one that every Australian football fan should read. But if] have one player, headlight protectors. 


complaint, it is that it was a bit too shallow for me, and | still feel that 1 don’t really know the man (however, it is Still under new car warranty. Onl : . : 
only “a personal playing history” — not a full autobiography). So as Frank embarks on his first season as coach of ty. y 24,000km. Registered until April 1999. 


Marconi, it will be interesting to watch how he copes now that I know a bit more about how he thinks. Superb vehicle to suit soccer devotee. Real value at $22,500. 
Four stars out of five, Margaret. (TM) Contact Stewie Holmes 3806 3284 or 3208 9792. 
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France98 through the eyes of The Wall 


The Farr Posi | 


Street Journal - part 2 by Ewen Anderson 


Last month we printed the first part 
of a diary compiled by Ewen of 
extracts from The Wall Street Jour- 
nal, here is part two... 
June 26. There's been some movement in the 
rankings. Norway (3°) and France (5") have 
moved up 4 spots. Morocco (20") and Paraguay 
(23) have moved up 6 spots. Brazil (6" crashed 
4 and Scotland (26") crashed 5. Netherlands 
have crept into 2"? spot. 

Statistic of the day: “15”; the number of red cards 
after 35 games. At USA 94 there were only 15 
reds in total. The Fair Play league shows Eng- 
land and Brazil on top with 17 points per game, 
Yugoslavia with 18, USA and Paraguay with 20 
and Croatia with 21. The foulers are Japan with 
42, Tunisia 36, Bulgaria & Romania with 35 then 
France & Cameroon with 34. (1 per foul, 5 per 
yellow, 10 per red). 

The dirty players are Daei (Iran) with 7 fouls per 
game, lroha (Nigeria) with 6, Trabelsi of Tunisia 
with 5.5. They tend to pick on Ortega (Argen- 
tina) who is fouled 8 times a game, Hagi (Ru- 
mania) 6.6, Shearer 6, Hejduk (USA) 5.3. 


July 7. 16 eliminated and 16 to go. The rankings 
show Yugoslavia (8") drop 6 spots and Croatia 
(7) climb 5. Romania (12") drop 3 and Den- 
mark (13") climb 3. Argentina are still top. 
After his goal against Mexico, Klinsmann joins 
the elite and moves into joint 4" spot on the alll 
time finals scorers charts with 11 goals. Only 
fellow countryman Muller, Fontaine of France 
and Pele have scored more finals goals. In the 
Fair Play table, Brazil are on top with 20 points 
followed by England, Netherlands, USA and 
Saudi Arabia with 21. (See June 26 for criteria), 
The dirty lot are led by Bulgaria & Japan on 35 
points followed closely by Cameroon, Tunisia, 
South Africa, Austria and Germany. Daei of Iran 
is still the dirtiest player with 6.7 fouls per game 
and Ortega is still the most victimised. 


July 7. Are they struggling for a story? TWSJ py 
together a feature on Adidas using forced laboyy 
at a Chinese prison camp outside Shanghai tg 
make World Cup footballs. “We know nothing” sayg 
Adidas. All orders from China are stopped (for the 
time being) which probably means as soon as the 
heat is off and the World Cup is over it will be back 
to normal. And did you know that it costs US$14q 
for an “Official Match Ball of FIFA World Cup 
1998"? 


July 1. The next World Cup is in Asia. So TWSJ 
takes a look at the J-League. In 1993 when it wag 
launched, the J-League attracted an average gale 
of 19,000 with some games attracting 60,000. The 
novelty wore off and last year averages were dow 


to 10,000. One game attracted 1,740. There wag 


a crisis. World Cup fever has lifted the interest ip 
the J-League and attendances are up to 12,800 
per game. Officials are doing their best to make 
sure the fad doesn’t drop off after France 98. Time 
will tell. 


July 3. Argentina are still atop the rankings fol 
lowed by Germany, Netherlands, Brazil and 
France. Croatia are in 7" spot. 

Statistics summary. 

56 Games: 40 wins, 13 score draws, 3 no score 
draws. 

Most goals scored: 10 by France and Brazil. 
Fewest goals scored: 1 by Colombia, Bulgaria, 
Tunisia, USA and Japan. 

Fewest goals conceded: 1 by France. 

The Hot Hands table shows Chilavert at the top 
with 15.5 points per game followed by Mondragon 
of Colombia with 14.3 and El Ouaer of Tunisia wilh 
13.3. The other end of the table includes Barretto! 
Jamaica with -16.5 points, Keller (USA) with -13.0, 
Leighton (Scotland) -5.3 and Campos (Mexico) - 
5.0. (See June 17 for criteria). 

The bookies have Brazil as favourites followed by 
Argentina, France, Netherlands, Italy, Germany, 
Croatia and Denmark. 


July 3. It’s the ticket story again. Or lack of them 

for overseas fans. TVS, tells us that the British 

government spent US$1.7 million on a campaign 

telling fans without tickets NOT to go to France. _ 

(Money down the gurgler methinks!). Tickets it ton. 

appears had names on them. So if an English Statistic of the day: “47”. Michel Platini has at- 
fan tumed up with a ticket proclaiming him to be tended a remarkable 47 of the 60 games so 
Jean Baptiste he should be turned away from far. | bet he can't remember them all clearly! 
the ground. The fact that the ticket is legitimate Also, itis a bit of a snub for the other 13 games. 
seems to be irrelevant. TWSJ claims that fans Shame on you Michel. Better effort please! 
have been able to walk into stadiums ‘completely The country with the highest average posses- 
unfettered by checks’. (I think the editor of TFP Sion in a game is France with 58%. Followed 
will not agree with this comment. Other sources bY Colombia and Netherlands with 56%, Bra- 
tell me that this is not the case at all.) zil, Germany, Argentina and Rumania with 54%. 
TWS\ claims that “FIFA is a loosely formed or- At the other end of the scale, Norway, S. Korea 
ganisation and still weak in comparison to sea- 2Nd Iran could only hold the ball for 42%. 
soned sports groups like the IOC, the NFL (Ameri- The claim that Ronaldo would play in the final 
can Football), or England’s Premier League.” because Nike said so is inferred by this table 
July 6. TWSJ today decides to expose the vio- which shows which sportswear manufacturer 
lence that exists within the Netherlands. TwSJ had which exposure by round. (see over page). 
thinks they’re telling us something we didn't know. 

Pity they, like all media outlets, have such a lim- July 10. Whilst Adidas and Nike fight it out for 
ited outlook on providing a wide and accurate their kind of supremacy, Lotto are quietly sit- 
coverage on this side of the game which is a mi- ting back and enjoying the limelight as well. 
nority problem whether they like it or not. Adidas are smarting from being caught out get- 
The rankings see Netherlands hit top spot, Bra- ting Chinese prison labour to make their foot- 
zil are 2", Croatia 3% and France 4", Argentina balls. Nike are under investigation from the 
and Germany drop 4 spots after their elimina- Japanese Fair Trade Commission. Lotto is a 


soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junior and senior teams for 
Seccer and other sports. 


Centaet... 

Park Road Prints, 
41 Park Road, Milton. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or, after hours... 
Paul Harley, Photographer, 
Telephone 3857 2951 


Nike 6 4 3 
Adidas 
Lotto 
Hummel 
Umbro 
Reebok 
Puma 
Other 6 
Total 32 
family owned Italian company. They sponsored 
Croatia for US$500,000. Small fry! The business 
has been going for 5 generations and is based 
near Venice. Nike has global sales of US$9.5 bil- 
lion. Adidas US$3.7 billion. Lotto’s share of the 
market is less than US$600 million. Lotto only 
make products related to football and tennis. Lotto 
sound like a winner to me. 


6 
2 
1 
3 
3 
5 


noooo-0 
moo0od0o--hN 


July 10. The Unfair Play award is headed by Bul- 
garia and followed by Japan, Cameroon, Tunisia 
and Germany. Cameroon had 6 yellows and 3 
reds whilst Germany had 12 and 1. 


Some statistics of the finalists: 


France Brazil 


Average corners per game 8 4 
Corners conceded per game 3 5 
TWSJ ranking 4 6 
18m 8s 13m 


Ave time in attacking zone 
Different scorers 

Players used in squad 
Ave Offsides per game 


Statistic of the day: “214”. The number of min- 
utes that Denilson, the world’s most expensive 
player at US$30 million has spent on the field out 
of 570 minutes that Brazil have played. In the Fair 
Play table, the USA are top followed by Brazil, 
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Saudi Arabia, England and Nigeria. USA go} 


4 yellows, Brazil 11, Saudi 4 (plus 4 red) — 


England 5 (+ 1) and Nigeria 8. 
And then there is a look at the importance of 
leading at half time. : 


Result at Half Time Result at Full Time 
One Team is winning Same Team wins 25 
One Team wins 17 
Draw 12 
One Team is winning Draw 7 

One Team is winning Other Team wins 1 


July 10.Vogts to stay on as Germany's 
coach. (Nice to see some loyalty). 

Who is Marla Messing? She is in charge of 
organising the Women’s World Cup in USA 
in 1999. They are aiming high because wom- 
en's football is big in USA and they have one 
of the best sides in the world. In Norway in 
1995 during the first WWC, the average al- 
tendance was 4,300. USA 99 is aiming for 
30,000. FIFA told USA 99 to play all their 
games in the northeast in small stadiums. 
USA 99 told them to jump and picked stadia 
like the Rose Bowl and the Giants Stadium, 
Sepp Blatter says “the future of football is 
feminine”, but the only women on FIFA com- 
mittees are onits women’s committee. ABC 
and ESPN will show 32 games and expect 
good ratings. Tickets will be priced as low 
, as US$18 with the most expensive be- 
ing the top of the range finals ticket at 
US$250. 


Summary: Whilst TWSJ did give re- 
sults, scorers and attendances (some- 
times), there were never any match re- 
ports. The focus seems to have been on 
the importance of reporting anything 
other than the action. Some of it is inter- 
esting (for those with a trivia bent) but 
some features just went on and on. 

Is it any wonder that the game still strug- 
gies for acceptance in USA? And yet the 
women’s game is a boomer! 


9s 
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Dear Jet Set (White Knuckles) Editor, 

Welcome back. 

Having watched the World Cup final, I have to ask, what 
are the chances of eleven Brazilians all playing mediocre 
football simultaneously? About the same as winning 
Lotto two weeks in a row, I'd say. I think something 
smells a bit fishy here. According to the media (whose 
stories we should (7) believe), Ronaldo suffered a 
convulsion only hours before the final, was rushed to 
hospital, and while he recovered his team-mates INSIST 
they will not take the field without him. Ludicrous! No 
half moronic manager would consider him fit if those 
conditions prevailed. As was the case with Romario-who 


Recently here at TFP, we have been trying to expand the 
service provided by our Sports Print web page. Already, on 
top of the now familiar League tables and individual team’s 
records, we have added details of the Finals series for the 
amateur grades. We are also working on a spreadsheet con- 
taining full Queensland Cup results, and hope to do like- 
wise for the other Cup competitions. Unfortunately, this has 
not proved as easy as it should be, because we cannot find 
the resuits. Why? Because they haven’t been published any- 
where! Simple as that. 

This subject has been raised before in TFP, but we make no 
apology for mentioning it again. We have also previously 
acknowledged the vast improvement in the “Eye on Soccer” 
over previous season’s attempts. One of the major, and most 
welcome, additions has been the listing of all the previous 
week-end’s results. However, this could still be improved 
upon, and we hope this is taken as constructive criticism, as 
it is intended. 

Firstly, if a game is not played, or not completed, it is ig- 
nored. No mention of whether it has been postponed, or aban- 
doned, or why. Secondly, when a catch-up fixture is played, 
it is also ignored. There’s no chance you’ll ever get to see it 
unless you're associated with one of the clubs, as the “E on 
S” won’t tell you when or where it is being played. Finally, 
and as we’ve pointed out in an earlier edition, it is next to 
impossible to keep up with the Cup competitions as they, 
loo, receive inadequate coverage. 

Take the Queensland Cup, for instance. Admittedly, the draws 
have been published for each round, and fixture details-dates, 
venues, kick-off times-listed for all games. But if you want 
to know the results, it’s a different story. For those games 
played over the week-end, generally there’s a report giving 
brief details of all matches, including results, although the 
comprehensive listing provided for League fixtures is omit- 


WHAT’S THE SCORE? 1y Paw Harley 


insisted he was fit-he got the chop. And when did any 
team win the World Cup without a recognised striker? 
My memories go back to Sweden in 1958, but France 
in 1998 is my entry. Okay, I am disappointed, as I did 
rate Brazil. After all, they are the Rolls Royce of World 
football, and us poor Fiat 850’s can only dream, eh? 
Meanwhile I can reassure you that all’s well (despite 
the QSF) with Junior football here in Queensland.Our 
registration days (back in Feb.) came and went, 
hectically as usual. With close to 300 Juniors signing 
on, the club literally had to close the books-and we 
(Pine Rivers United) are not alone. Caboolture signed 
on 700! And that’s with (as usual) not much advertising 


.ontinue 


DAZE 


ted. However, for those games played in midweek-forget 
it! You can search the “E on S” from cover to cover, but 
you won’t find so much as a mention. You will invariably 
find the draw for the next round, but not the results of the 
one just played. And surely that’s not good enough for 
the official publication of the ruling body. 

Similar for the Qantas Cup. The final was played recently, 
as can be seen from other features in this issue. Didn’t 
know it was on? Hardly surprising, as the “E on S” didn’t 
give it so much as a mention by way of advance public- 
ity. And that for the final of one of it’s own competitions! 
Again, surely not acceptable? People DO want to know 
this information-where else are they going to find it? 

So to finish, a plea for your assistance. If any of our hordes 
(well, dozens) of readers can help with results of all 
Queensland Cup first round ties (except Albany Creek v. 
Southside Eagles, which surprisingly we seem to have 
found from some source), plus those other games listed 
below, can you PLEASE let us know? Many thanks in 
anticipation. 

Second round: 

Beenleigh v. Taringa Rovers 

Toowoomba United v. Rochedale Rovers (we believe 
Rochedale won in sudden death extra time, but don’t know 
the final match result) 

Third round: 

Grange Thistle v. Albany Creek 

Mt. Gravatt v. Inala City 

Annerley v. Rochedale Rovers 

Quarter-finals: 

Rochedale Rovers v. Taringa Rovers 

Brisbane Lions v. Mt. Gravatt 

Albany Creek v. Ipswich Knights 


: 
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by “real” football. However the other three codes had 
plaintive ads in our local Quest newspapers seeking boys 
aged 7-17 up until MAY. One local U-12 RL player 
informed us he would be joining PRU next season-“‘it 
looked like more fun” than his present code-his words, not 
mine. So should we worry about the future of-football in 
Oz? Not really, the kids are voting with their collective 
feet and joining us. 

Take one local primary school (Petrie S.S.)-in 1995 they 
had one Aussie Rules team, coached by a male teacher, 
who also provided the full team kit from his local club’s 
resources, plus he organised visits by local “footy” stars. 
Terrific, eh? Well, they folded in 1996 due to lack of 
interest. In 1997, another male teacher organised the 
Rugby League team, sponsored and kitted out by the local 
R.L. club. It, too, folded in one season and no longer 
exists. The school now has FOUR “real” football teams- 
and it was the kids who wanted to play our code-with no 
encouragement from the staff. There are only three male 
teachers at Petrie, none of whom are aficionados of the 
global game, sadly. They still have no footbali gear, 
although plans are afoot to now get shirts-PRU will GIVE 
them a set for next year. Just to show you how popular it is 
becoming locally, there are many other primary schools 
who also run 3 or 4 “real” football teams-great, eh? 

That the QSF cannot use this popularity to ensure a greater 
following for their favourite team, the Strikers, is to their 
eternal shame. Why not give every kid registered in 
Queensland (or at least Brisbane) a free season pass, to be 
used if accompanied by a paying adult/parent? Greater 
crowds, more revenue, better atmosphere? But who ain I to 
make these suggestions; I am only an old Pommy fart, 
after all. 


Joe Bloggs, 
Petrie. 


Last month in TFP 22, we profiled "The Home of 
Queensland Soccer", a web site created by Rob McGlinn. 
We sent Rob some back issues of TFP, and recently 
received in reply the following letter. Obviously he was as 
impressed by TFP as we were by his creation... 


FM 88 Springwood 
Howard Warren bringing you 
all the local and international 


soccer news 
11.30 am - 12 noon every 
Saturday. 
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| 
; 
Hi Tony, | 
Just a short note to let you know f have just received copies — 
of back issues of TFP and wanted to let you know that they 
were an excellent read and much more enjoyable than the 
Eye on Soccer. 
I am in total agreeance on your philosophy about the local 
soccer scene and like you I Jove soccer and want to help 
promote the pame in any way that I can. I honestly didn't 
think TFP was going to be that big but the information in jj 
is enormous and very informative. It must take you an 
awful lot of time each month to produce it. 
If it is OK with you I would like to promote The Farr Post 
on my Web site in the way of some free advertising for you 
and a link to your page to help promote your fanzine even 
more. I know my site isn't very big at the moment but we 
do plan to grow and I think you deserve some recognition 
and some income for the amount of time and effort you 
and your friends at TFP have put into it. 
Keep up the good work Tony. 


Rob McGlinn 

Check out Rob's site at; 
http://qidsoccer.hypermart.net 

The following letter was also forwarded to us by Rob, and 
is printed with the permission of the writer. We have also, 


with Rob’ permission, printed his reply, as we believe it 
makes some telling points. 


| = 


The Farr Post 


been doing the job for what seems a couple of months. Please 
prove nie wrong, because I know it’s always hard to recruit 
referees. I have done the course (referee) myself a while back 
now, and T admire the guys that persist in such a hard area of 
all sport. But maybe its not the individual referees fault. I 
personally would find it very hard to referee a game without 
any referees assistant’s (linesmen). So basically if that’s true, 
then it all comes down to QSF. I’m sorry if anyone has found 
this personally offensive, not my intention at all, but I think it 
needed to be said as I have been unhappy all year about this 
matier. 

Please forward this message on to the correct person. I hope 
thismessage isn’t just trashed, as 1 wouldn’t mind a short 
reply as to what occurred yesterday if that’s not too much 
trouble. 


David Tumer 
And Rob's reply... 


Hi David, 

As | am not affiliated with any soccer club or association I 
can’t really help you with the matter you have sent me. I can 
however empathise with you as I have been in a similar 
situation many times before with no-show referees, I would 
be pretty pissed off too, with this happening at this time of th 
year with finals etc., coming up. 

All] can suggest is you write directly to the QSF and good 
luck. Don’t hold your breath though, I have written to the 
QSF many times with concerns about the way the game is 
being administered by them and the attitude of a focal QSF 
club that I had my kids playing for, but I got no reply. 1 know 
of many people who are disillusioned by the way the QSF is 
running the game on a local level. There seems to be too 
much politics and not enough promotion and proper 


o 
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With your permission I would like to forward this e- 
mail to a soccer friend of mine who also happens to 
have a soccer web site and a fanzine (The Farr Post) 
that is put out monthly which is dedicated mainly to 
the Brisbane (QSF) scene. 
I believe that some of the powers that be at the QSF 
read this fanzine and if your letter is published there 
then maybe the QSF will start to get the message and 
wake up to themselves. 
Talso have put a link from my Web site to the UQ 
soccer web site. ] think the more local soccer web 
sites the better and the UQ site is quite a good one, 
Anyway David I’m sorry I couldn’t help you any 
further and good luck for the rest of the Soccer 


season. Let me know if it is OK to forward your e- 
mail. 


Rob McGlinn, 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP during 
the winter season, why not subscribe 
to The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a 
steal at $25, and (due to a number of 
requests) six months will cost you 
$15. Fill in the form, and send it with 
a cheque to 


Hello, ee Orit The Farr Post, PO Box 478, 

I'd like to know if you can help me out with a matter that administration of the game. Bulimba, QLD 4171. 

occurred yesterday 9 August, 1998. o-oo errnee—=nrn een ee ee we ee ee eee 
| play for University in their semi pro north youth team and | | Please send mea ___(12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. 
yesterday we didn’t have a referee. Basically I’m angry that l 

we had to get a guy who isn’t a qualified referee to do the Starting with iss : 2 

match when he was required to play in the next match, Bul | | 8 ue number ____ (The September issue is number 23). 


the funny thing is that he was honestly the best referee thal 
we have had all year. Consistency was his key. | can 
understand if the referee programmed to do our game was 
sick or involved in an accident or whatever, but we never 
seem to get any referee’s assistant’s (sometimes one if 
we're lucky) to take over if the ref cannot make it. 

As you can tell by the tone of this letter that ’m pretty 
pissed off especially considering this time of year where 
teams are trying to make the final 4 or even win the 
premiership. It just seems to me that since we (youth 
teams) are only young and don’t know as much about the 
game that we get stuck with just one official who has only 


| I enclose a cheque for 


| Name 
Address 
| Suburb 


: State Post Code 


_ the Farr Post - For Australians who 


payable to "Sports Print”. 
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The Farr Post 


26 CLASSIFIEDS 


Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, 
Newmarket. Bobby Hamilton is back on board for 
another season - can they do it again this year ? 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, 
Richlands. New clubhouse now open ! 

Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 
succesful season to push for the Premiership. 
Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno . . .etc. 


FANZINES 
Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 


Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page design. 
Contact Tony on 0411 367 357 or at 
ajm@sportsprint.com.au 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon every 
Saturday morning, with Howard 
Warren, 

FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM 
every Saturday morning, with 
Kieran Cooper. 

Photography - Paul Harley. 
Phone 3857 2951 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 


The following clubs organisations are supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


Boy, 
e 
*mDortent than ths® 


On the net... 
The Farr Post is on the 
internet. 
Check us out at 
http:/ /www.sportsprint.com.au 


uote of the Month 


“| bought a copy of The Farr Pos 
last month, and when | left it in 
the dressing room at Perry Park 
someone nicked it. You should 
make them nick-proof.” 


q 


A rather miffed Strikers manager 
lan Daizell, after his copy of TF 
went missing. 


The Farr Post 
PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 
OLD 4171 


Free Car Stickers !!! 


We still have some of our free car stickes 
to give away. These were 


to colour. If anybody wi 
one, send a stamped self- 


Pass 


Farr Post, and we'll get ont 
out to you. 


addressed envelope to The 


The Farr Post 


ne’woo'juLIds}iods* MMM Cs 


SBS Commentator (and part-time Brisbane Strikers footballer), Andy 
Harper shows where his wealth of soccer knowledge originates 


Next issue... 

Available at the Strikers first 
home game of the 1998/99 
season against Marconi 


Leen! Results Service 


Every Monday morning Sports 
Print will be publishing the local 
football results and league tables 
over the internet. Currently all the 
XXXX Premier League and Semi- 
pro Division 1 details (all three 
grades), will be available by ap- 
proximately 9 am. 


Write to 
The Farr Post at 
"Sports Print", 

PO Box 478, Bulimba, 
Qid 4171. 


Frank Farina: My world is round 
A significant book on Australian football from one of the most 
layers of the worid game Australia has produced. _ 


"My World Is Round" - 
personal playing history of 
Frank Farina, Queenslands 
greatest ever footballer. 

From his days playing football 
in Port Moresby to the Euro- 
pean Cup, and back to the 1997 
Grand Final with the Brisbane 
Strikers. 


Get your copy from 
VoxPeritus 

PO Box 1648 
Milton 

Qid 4064 


voxp@voxperitus.com.au 


Fr. 
Che Farr Post “= 


The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland 


Monthly 


Is this the most 
powerful man in 


Oceania football ? 
: (see page 6) 


Interview with Taringa Rovers 
Coach, and ex-Lions N.S.L. stalwart, 
John Ogden 
Strikers all fired up 
The football Pyramid 
The XXXX finals series 
All the semi-pro and amateur semi- 
finals series results 
The World Cup .. . is it over yet ? 
Part II of the Frank Haffey interview 


Bumper, 
GST free 

36 page issue, and 
still only $2 


"Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 
than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


